Christmas 2021 PTA Newsletter
20 December 2021
Seasons Greetings!

The first term has absolutely flown past and hopefully everyone has now had the chance to
settle back in and adjust to the new school year and all the changes which have been
necessary as we find our way in these altered times. This year we have a roll call of 417 pupils
and we extend a warm welcome to those who are new to our school community. Unfortunately,
Covid remains a part of the educational landscape and teachers, staff and children alike have
been fantastically inventive and resilient in finding ways to work with the restrictions or find new
ways of operating.

We are extremely grateful to all the staff in the school for helping our

children to adjust to the changes which Covid has forced upon us in as seamless a manner as
possible.
On 14th September, we welcomed the parents and guardians of the new Junior Infant classes
to a coffee morning held in the Church grounds at the Parish centre. We had a great turnout,
with many new parents and guardians getting to know each other and meeting those with
children in the school already. The PTA organised a coffee truck to provide refreshments on the
day and we were blessed to have really good weather.
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Organising activities such as this has become so
much more challenging in Covid times, but they
are vital in facilitating the connection between
parents and guardians which is so important for
the sense of community in our school. We are
very grateful to the following parents for taking
on the role of Class Representative for Junior
Infants

this

year:-

Luana

Drügg,

Deirdre

MacCarthy and Aoife Meldon for Mrs. Duffy’s
class and Jennifer Wallace, Kate Meredith and
Sharon O’Connor for Ms. Leahy’s class. Thank
you all for your commitment.

Staff News:
Mrs. Elizabeth Carpenter retired after eleven years of service and the parents, Board of
Management and PTA were all very pleased to be able to thank her for her years of service with
some gifts which were presented by Dudley Dolan of the Board of Management. We are also
delighted to warmly welcome Mrs. Rachel Fraser as the new Principal of Taney Parish Primary
School and we wish her all the best in her new role. We also have some other staffing changes
and are delighted to welcome Ms. Hall and Ms. McLoone as teachers to Fifth Class. Mrs.
Fernanda Power has been appointed as Special Needs Assistant from 6th January 2022 and
Mrs. Fiona Jessup will join us as a Classroom Assistant in the new term. We are also saying
goodbye to Mrs Elaine Gaffney, our Special Needs Assistant, who is retiring after 19 years of
working in Taney.
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School Activities:

Despite ongoing Covid restrictions, the children have been very busy over the last few months
in school and have managed to pack in an impressive amount of activities both inside and
outside the classroom. The children from every class visited Airfield during National Tree week
to see the different trees growing there.

They also visited Airfield again in November for

Science week. Each class learned about different topics including butter making and bug
hunting (Junior and Senior Infants), Sheep, Wool and Hens (First and Second Class), Seeds
and Soil (Third and Fourth Class) and Sustainability (Fifth and Sixth Class). We are so grateful
to our neighbours in Airfield for accommodating our children to learn outdoors.
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The children also participated in Wellbeing
Week, with events around being active, being
mindful and giving. There was also a dress
up day for Hallowe’en. All the children really
enjoyed this and there were some very
impressive costumes on display.

We are delighted that, despite Covid restrictions, more of the usual activities for the children
have been possible this year. Swimming and Mini-Music commenced after the Hallowe’en break
and the children have really enjoyed getting back into these activities.
The children also completed some artwork some of which was selected to be on a banner which
is on display outside the Dundrum Library - please do take a moment to view it if you are in the
area.
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Christmas Cards and School Fundraising:

We are delighted that the children were able to design their own wonderful Christmas cards
again this year. This is such an important fundraiser for the school, especially in the current
climate, when other fundraising opportunities are somewhat limited and it is so lovely to be
able to send and receive such personal Christmas cards. The PTA elves were hard at work
collating orders and ensuring everyone received the appropriate cards, which was no small
task as over 740 were ordered and delivered! Thank you for your continued support. The
ability of the PTA to fundraise in the normal manner has been curtailed due to Covid
restrictions so we are currently hard at work thinking up new initiatives to raise funds for our
school. Watch this space!

Carol Services and Nativity

Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions, parents and guardians will not be able to attend
the Nativity and Carol Services. However, the services are being recorded and will be
available for parents and guardians to view. The children are very excited and are really
looking forward to participating in this.

Charity Endeavours

There is a wonderful ethos of charity in the school and the children were involved in
contributing to non-perishable collections for Cross Care and the Alice Leahy Trust in
October.

They further collected over 300 shoeboxes for Team Hope’s Shoebox appeal

which will be distributed to children in developing countries. In addition the children have
been bringing in gifts of hats, gloves and scarfs which the Parish are collecting for those
who are sleeping rough on the streets of Dublin.
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Taney Sports Update 2021
We were delighted to get Taney children back to the pitches in mid-September 2021, with a
few changes to incorporate updated Covid guidelines. In previous years, apart from junior
soccer, girls and boys would train separately, however this year both girls and boys train
together in their class pods to ensure we stick to Department guidelines.
All sports are being coached by our talented Taney coaches who are helping each player
to practise and improve their skills as well as teaching them the all-important team effort it
takes and having some fun along the way!
While unfortunately the children did not get to play any tournaments or matches, we have
everything crossed that our senior years will be able to partake in the Leinster Hockey and
Soccer primary leagues in the new year which Taney have performed well in in previous
years. However, it is still wonderful to be able to see the children enjoying outdoor sports
once again.
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This term has seen a total of 250 children participate in both hockey and soccer at junior
and senior levels. Both Junior and Senior Hockey and Senior Soccer will return the week
starting the 10th of January 2022 and it is not too late to sign up for next term. Just email:
taneysportscommittee@gmail.com! We would love to welcome old and new students back
in January 2022. Junior Soccer will return in the Summer Term in Wayside Celtic - the
exact start date will follow closer to the time.
We would like to thank all the parents, coaches, and volunteers for all their help so far this
year. Without their help and support, sport in Taney would not be possible.
We hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us at
Taney Sports Committee.
Email: taneysportscommittee@gmail.com

Christmas Holidays
School closes at 12.00 noon (11:50 for the earlier cohort) on Wednesday,
22nd December 2021.
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