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Events & Activities Review
Welcome Back!

Time is flying past and hopefully everyone has now had the chance to settle in
and adjust to the new school year. With a current roll call of 434 pupils from 275
families, we hope that everyone has settled back in nicely and we extend a warm
welcome to those who are new to our school community. On 13th September,
we welcomed the parents and minders of the new Junior Infant classes to a
coffee morning in the Minor Hall in the Parish centre. We had a great turnout
with many new parents getting to know each other and meeting those with
children in the school already. Anne Moore, Maria Morrison and Elaine Platt have
volunteered to take up roles as Class Reps for Ms Leahy’s class while Jennifer
Casey, Aoife Doran and Linda Haugh have taken up the Class Rep roles in Mrs
Ruddock’s class. Many thanks everyone for your commitment

School Fair
The annual Taney School Fair took place on Saturday 12th October and we were
blessed with fantastic weather on the day. Over 250 families attended this year
and there was a great buzz about the school on the day. We raised over €5,500
which will go towards classroom expenses and arts and craft supplies and
sundries. Once again, the children stepped up to the plate, and were responsible
for the stocking and running of various stalls and they did themselves proud!

The 6th class pupils came up with a wonderful and creative array of games, fun
and activities to entertain us and, impressively, they raised over €1,000. The 4th
and 5th Class pupils once again ran the baked goods stalls and produced a
fantastic array of fabulous and tasty cakes, tray bakes and treats. They managed
to raise just over €600 and should be extremely proud of themselves. 2nd and
3rd classes did a great job seeking bottles from every family in the school and
organising their delivery to the appropriate room before the fair - a mammoth task
in itself as we had over 600 bottles this year! We also had a new entertainer this
year - Joe Daly The Kids’ Magician - who proved to be a big hit with all.

It is a testament to the importance of fundraising in the school that we were able
to enjoy watching the rugby match on the day on the new interactive screen in
Ms

Dolan’s

room.

The event was characterised by true teamwork so a huge thank you to all of the
pupils, the parent volunteers, the teacher volunteers who made sure that the day
ran smoothly. Our sincere thanks to all the parents, teachers and local
businesses who attended, spent, baked and donated.

School Orchestra and Choir
The Suzuki Group of violinists once again provided a wonderfully melodious
accompaniment for attendees at the School Fair. We are so lucky to have such a
wealth of musical talent in the school being nurtured through the group of violinists,
the school choir and the school orchestra. The upcoming carol services will be made
richer for all the musical talent that we have in Taney Parish Primary School.

Mr Ross and Ms Gallagher are working with the school choir this year and they have
been learning and perfecting some great songs, including some contemporary songs,
songs from long ago and they have been practising hard on the songs for the upcoming
Christmas carol service. The choir has grown a lot this year, so it has been very

enjoyable having such a wide range of children with different voices. Well done to all
members for the hard work so far!
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Dates for your Diary

Parish Teas and Coffees - Sunday, 10th February 2020
On Sunday 10th February 2020, the PTA and school parents will be providing
the teas and coffees in the Parish Centre after the church service. If any parents
are able to assist with this, please contact the PTA.

Table Quiz – Friday, 28th February 2020
The ever-popular Table Quiz returns to The Goat Grill and Ross Gillanders will
be reprising his role as quiz-master on the night. This is always a fantastic event

so grab some friends and get your thinking caps on! Each table seats 4 and
costs EUR40.

Parent Information Evening – Thursday 26th March 2020
We are delighted to let you know that Dr Colman Noctor will deliver a talk to
parents at the end of March. The focus of this talk will be Kids and Technology/
Phones. Tickets for this event will be available shortly and will cost EUR5 per
ticket or EUR8 per couple.

P.T.A. School Social Event - 8th May 2020
Please keep a space in your diary for the P.T.A. School Social which will be held
on Friday, 8th May 2020. Further information to follow in the New Year.

Sports Day – Friday, 29th May 2020 @ 11.00 a.m.
Please note that pupils do not have school on the morning of Sports Day and we
shall be looking for volunteers to help out closer to the time.

PTA AGM – Wednesday, 10th June 2020
There will be vacancies on the PTA Committee this year, so now is the time to
start considering if you would be willing to volunteer to help the school in this
meaningful way. It’s a great way to engage with the wider school community and
meet many other parents as well.

Fundraising & Charity Endeavours

Crosscare Food Bank

Every year we like to organise an initiative that will get all the pupils involved in
helping others less fortunate than themselves. Once again this year, we are
pleased to be supporting disadvantaged local families, living below the poverty
line, through the Crosscare Charity. Boxes were placed in each classroom from
2nd to 5th December and the children brought in food and other items from a list
that was emailed to all parents. These items were donated to Crosscare, which
will hopefully make the Christmas period a little easier for those who need that
extra help. A big thank you to all who supported this wonderful charity.

Shoebox Appeal

We once again collected filled shoe boxes in aid of the Team Hope ShoeBox
Appeal this year from all classes. The children always really embrace this
initiative as it is so tangible to them. They brought in their filled and wrapped
shoe boxes to school and a whopping 364 of them were collected by Team Hope
on 13th November. Well done to all involved!

Staff News
Mrs Power is currently on maternity leave following the birth of her second son,
Tadhg in July 2019. Congratulations to both Ms. Coe and Ms. Kelly as they have
both gotten engaged!

Sports News
Boys Hockey
Boys hockey kicked off on 17th September and this year we have a bumper 103
boys practising and improving their skills under the watchful eyes of the Taney
coaches. League games have kicked off and we have three 8-a-side teams
registered in the Leinster primary league and two 11-a-side teams registered in the
secondary schools U13A league and the U13C league. The next few months will see

many matches organised with both secondary and primary school leagues. A big
thank you to the parents who ferry the children to and from away games and stay
and support Team Taney in all weathers! On that subject we have been lucky with
the weather, apart from one wet day, and no sessions have needed to be cancelled
yet.

Girls Hockey
There are 95 Taney girls between 2nd to 6th class enjoying an hour of hockey every
Friday afternoon. Thanks to the guidance of a dedicated group of couches, all
players are making great progress.

This year we have entered three girls' teams in the Leinster Primary 8-a-side league,
two 6th class teams and done 5th class team. The season has gotten off to a great
start with many good wins, including against St Gerard's, Mount Anville and St.
Matthews. Friendly matches and blitzes ave also been organised to help the girls
gain match experience. We are looking forward to lots more hockey in the second
term!

Boys Senior Soccer
There are 58 boys enrolled in Boys Senior Soccer this year, split into four teams:
Team Taney, 6th Class, 5th Class and 4th Class. Each team played a series of
friendly matches against several schools including Kill O’the Grange and Our Lady’s
Grove in Goatstown. Training and home matches continue weekly at Jackson Park,
Wayside Celtic on Wednesday afternoons. All teams are performing very well in
preparation for the league games due to commence in mid to late January. To date
the boys have recorded 5 wins, 1 draw and 7 losses.

Girls Senior Soccer
24 girls from 4th, 5th and 6th classes are doing Senior Soccer this year. The multiple
pitch moves haven't held them back and they've gotten off to a flying start under the

guidance of Luke Doherty and assisted by Cameron Behan! Coaches and
Coordinators agree, we have 2 fantastic girls soccer teams who have great spirit,
commitment and energy for training and matches. They won their first match against
Our Lady's Grove so they're off to a great start, and they are looking forward to
competing in the Dublin FAI League which starts after Christmas.

Junior Soccer
The weather has been in our favour this term and 99 girls and boys from first to third
classes have been enjoying lots of Autumn sunshine while learning new soccer skills
in Marlay Park. After half term we moved to the super 5G pitch at Leicester Celtic
where the Taney Soccer teams of the future continue to practise their new
skills. Many thanks to our dedicated coaches who inject such fun into our sessions,
with lots of happy shrieking to be heard each week. We finish up soon for Christmas
but are looking forward to the summer term, when Junior Soccer resumes again in
Marlay Park.

Active School Update
At Taney Parish Primary School, we are continuing our efforts to promote
physical activity. We took part in National Fitness Day on Thursday 26th
September. All classes engaged in various activities throughout the day
including: Active Brain Breaks, Buddy Playground Games, Active Spelling and
Tables, Partner Class Sports, Designing and Making Circuits and Games,
Dancing and Games, Gaelic Football Sessions, A Walking Tour of St. Nahi’s and
jogging

and

running

activities.

As part of National Fitness Day and Active Travel Thursday, the pupils made a
great effort to walk, scoot, cycle and jog to school wearing their black and red
active

gear.

A

great

day

was

had

by

all!

For the Taney Fair, Sixth Class worked very hard preparing and setting up their
stalls. Several stalls included physical activity challenges. It was wonderful to see
so many Active stalls at the fair including: Soccer Shots, Bottle Flipping, Mini
Games, Super Soaker Challenge and many more. Thank you to everyone who
helped out with the organisation and running of this fun-filled event.

Website and PTA Communications Update
The website is a very useful source of information on what is going on in the
school and we post regular updates about what the children are doing in their
school and sporting lives, and try to keep you informed of upcoming events,
deadlines and sports cancellations through the calendar and newsflash sections
so it’s worth keeping an eye on these. The online payment system has been fully
up and running since Easter 2019 and allows you to pay for school contributions,
costs and class trips online. Please contact the office if you wish to sign up.
With effect from January 2020, the PTA aims to communicate with the parent
body mainly through the school email system, rather than via emails/ whatsapp
from class reps so look out for emails with the header ‘PTA
Message’. Hopefully this will make for a more consistent communication
method.
http://taneyschool.tib-sh01-dub.virtual.tibus.net

Green Schools
With a brand new Green Committee in place, Taney Parish Primary School is ready
to play its part in addressing the environmental crisis that will affect our children’s

future unless we act now. The committee has 15 enthusiastic representatives from
2nd Class up to 6th Class, with supporting input from teachers. The senior pupils will
help to communicate the green message to the younger classes who don’t have their
own representatives on the committee.
Our target this year is to eliminate single-use plastics from the school. Plastic is a
wonderful material that has many different uses. It also causes many problems. One
of the big problems is that we often use plastic just once and then throw it away. By
signing up to the Plastic Free 4 Schools programme, we aim to stop having singleuse plastics in school. This supports the areas previous Green Schools committees
have worked on: reducing waste, energy (less energy used to make once-off
plastics) and water (less plastic pollution). More information about the programme is
available at https://www.changex.org/ie/plasticfree4schools.
Three important steps towards becoming free from single-use plastics are: a)
encourage reusable water bottles; b) say no to plastic in lunch boxes; c) say no to
plastic straws. On the whole, we’re already doing quite well here – especially with our
Taney water bottles – but we haven’t yet reached where we want to be. The
programme encourages greater awareness of when we choose to use single-use
plastics, and considering what alternatives might be available. Support from parents
in this regard would be wonderful.
There are of course many other environmental issues that come up in school, so the
committee is looking forward to lots of ideas during the year for activities that help to
raise awareness and take action to make our world cleaner and safer for the future.

Christmas Holidays
School closes at 12.00 noon on Friday, 20th December and will reopen on
Monday, 6th January (2020) at 8.30 a.m.
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