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Events & Activities Review
Welcome Back!

With a current roll call of 435 pupils making up 282 families, we hope that
everyone has settled back in nicely and we extend a warm welcome to those
who are new to our school community. On 7th September, we welcomed the
parents, and minders, of the new Junior Infant classes to a coffee morning in
the Parish Centre, with many new parents getting to know those with children in
the school already. We were delighted that the following people volunteered for
the Class Rep positions and in Ms Leahy’s class the reps are: Karen Symmons,
Kirsty Lonergan and Lorraine Popplewell. In Mrs Ruddock’s class the reps are:
Trine Jenson Burke, Renaith Keane and Aoife Deasy.

School Fair

The annual Taney Parish Primary School Fair took place on Saturday 20 th
October and we were blessed with weather that is normally reserved for
Summer. An enormous crowd had fun on the day and we were visited by
sports personality Ali Meeke with her Hockey World Cup Silver Medal. The
Heineken Cup and the Pro 14 Cup were there on the day for photoopportunities and Shane Ross TD also supported the fair. This year, in an
effort to give the children more ‘ownership’ of the fair, classes were given
responsibility of running and stocking certain stalls. This proved very
successful and the children should be very proud of their hard work.
As usual, the 6th Class pupils didn’t fail to entertain us with their games, fun
activities, hair and nail bar and food stalls and, impressively, they raised over
€800. The 4th and 5th Class pupils should also be very proud, as they
raised €424 from their eager baking and selling of colourful culinary delights
such as buns, biscuits, traybakes and cakes. While 2nd and 3rd Classes did a
truly magnificent job stocking the bottle stall, it is such a popular stall that the
PTA supplemented the bottles to make sure that we didn’t run out of bottles too
soon.
Your generous contributions produced a grand total of €5,800, the majority of
which has gone towards funding classroom expenses for use at the teachers’
discretion.

The event was characterised by true teamwork so a huge thank you to all of the
pupils, the 52 parent volunteers and the 16 teacher volunteers who made sure
that the day ran smoothly. Our sincere thanks to all the parents, teachers and
local businesses who spent, baked, and donated. Also, a special shout-out to
Sinead Macken and Nicola Darley for their invaluable behind-the-scenes input.

School Orchestra and Choir
On a musical note, the Suzuki Group of violinists did a truly superb job of serenading
the early attendees at the School Fair. The weather was so beautiful that people

arriving to the fair were happy to listen to the musicians and nearly had to be
reminded to go inside to the fair.
We are very fortunate to have the musical talent in the school being nurtured through
the group of violinists, the school choir and the school Orchestra. The upcoming
Carol Services will be made richer for all the musical talent that we have in Taney
Parish Primary School.
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PTA School Social
The PTA School Social took place on Friday 16th November in the Radisson Blu, St
Helen’s. As well as being a school social night, it was also the school community’s
opportunity to celebrate the careers of Mrs. Christie and Mrs. Martin, who dedicated
their professional careers to the education of the children of Taney Parish Primary
School. Current and past parents and staff all came together for a wonderful night of
food, music and dance.

It started with a very relaxed mulled wine reception, where, as people arrived, they
were able to chat with friends but also meet up with the two guests of honour and
also other retired members of staff who were delighted to be able to attend this
special night.

So that everyone could enjoy the fabulous food, it was decided that the formal part of
the evening, the speeches, would happen before the meal and so with some lovely
words from Deirdre Culbert (Chair PTA), Mrs. Carpenter (Principal) and Dudley
Dolan (Chair BoM) starting off, Mrs. Christie and Mrs. Martin stood to give their
wonderful speech together. They managed to remember everyone, from children to
parents, staff and clergy, and their own families. They mentioned staff and parents
no longer with us, and remembered them with respect and love.

Once the presentations of gifts and flowers were done, and the cake was cut, it was
time for a photo-shoot that our very own Mr. De Mille, Peter Griffin, undertook in a
timely fashion. We were called table by table for our starters and mains and then
some fabulous deserts and then the dancing started.

The night was a great success, with the two retirees feeling thoroughly celebrated.

Dates for your Diary
Table Quiz – Friday, 8th March 2019
The ever-popular Table Quiz returns to the Goat Grill and Ross Gillanders will
be quizmaster on the night. Tickets will be €10 per person (€40 per table with a
maximum of four people).
Parent Information Evening – Wednesday, 27th March 2019
We are delighted to let you know that Stella O’Malley will deliver a talk to
parents at the end of March. Stella is a psychotherapist, writer and public
speaker with over 10 years’ experience as a mental health professional.

Sports Day – Friday, 31st May @ 11.00 a.m. with a fall-back date (on
account of bad weather) of Thursday, 6th June
Please note that pupils do not have school on the morning of Sports Day and
we shall be looking for volunteers to help out closer to the time.
PTA AGM – Wednesday, 12th June 2019
There will be vacancies on the PTA Committee, so now is the time to start
considering if you would be willing to volunteer to help the school in this
meaningful way. It’s a great way to engage with the wider school community.

Fundraising & Charity Endeavours
Crosscare Food Bank

Each year we like to organise an initiative that will get all the pupils involved in
helping others less fortunate than themselves. Once again this year we
supported disadvantaged local families living below the poverty line through the
Crosscare Charity.
Boxes were placed in each classroom from Monday 3rd December to Thursday
6th December and the children brought in food and other items from a list that
was emailed to all the parents. On Thursday 6th December a group of people
from Crosscare came to the school and collected a huge pile of items, which
will hopefully make the Christmas period easier for those who need that extra
help. Thank you for your support of this charity.

We hope to run another food box collection around Easter time.

Shoebox Appeal

A colourful 359 shoeboxes were carefully compiled by the children from all
classes for the Christmas Shoebox Appeal run by Team Hope. The children
really embrace this initiative as it is so tangible to them. They proudly brought
their shoeboxes to the Robert Smyth Hall where they made a very impressive
collection. Thank you to all the support that you gave your children in enabling
them to create such a wonderful gift for the less fortunate.

Staff News
At the end of June, we bade farewell to Mr McConnell who taught 1st
class. After careers in Taney Parish Primary School lasting a joint total of 79
years (!), Mrs. Christie and Mrs. Martin retired from teaching.
New to the school are Ms. Kells who is teaching 4th Class; Mr. Ross, who has
taken up a full-time position in 3rd Class; and Ms. Kelly in Resource.
Ms. Kiersey is teaching in 1st Class whilst Ms. Power is on parental leave, and
Ms. Gallagher in 2nd Class whilst Ms. Riordan is on maternity leave after the
birth of her baby girl, Isla, back in early June.

Sports News
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We have 100 girls and 90 boys
playing Taney hockey this season;
they have all gotten off to a great
start and are showing eagerness to
learn more each week.
We have three boys team in the
primary school league. In addition
one 11-a-side team participates in
the secondary schools U13C league.
By Christmas a total of 19 matches
will have played. To date the boys
have achieved 7 wins, 3 draws and 4
losses. Leinster also organised a
coaching session for goalies during
the midterm break and two goalies
from Taney attended the session.
The 8-a-side leagues are
restructured after Christmas based
on results and a new series of
matches is planned.
We entered 3 girls’ teams in the
Leinster Primary 8-a-side
league, formed mostly from 6th class
with a few 5th class girls completing
the teams. Friendly matches for 5th

Website
The website that was launched last
year is proving very successful. We
hope that you are continuing to find it
useful. We are posting regular blogs
about what the children are doing in
their school and sporting lives, and
trying to keep you informed of
upcoming events, deadlines and
sports cancellations through the
calendar and newsflash sections so
it’s worth keeping a regular eye on
these. Please note that you will find
them on the right-hand-side of the
homepage on a desktop and at the
bottom of the screen on a mobile
device.

class girls to gain match experience
are organised where possible with
local schools. In their recent matches
the two teams achieved 5 wins 2
draws and 1 loss. By Christmas the
league teams will have played 12
matches and to date they have
achieved 4 wins, 1 draw and 5
losses. More matches to be planned
for all after Christmas. The girls were
also very lucky to have Jamie Carr
run a goalkeeping session.
Following on from two successful
Summers of Taney cricket, we hope
to field a Taney cricket team for the
league during the final term, and are
looking for a 6th Class parent to help
manage the team and organise
matches. If you are interested in this
coordinator role, please email the
Sports Committee.

Please note that all sports will
resume w/c 7th January.

Christmas Holidays
School closes at 12.00 noon on Friday, 21st December and will re-open on Monday,
7th January (2019) at 8.30 a.m.
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